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Aim:
To share the Easter story
Objectives:

· Learn the message of Easter
· Bake muffins and decorate with a cross

· Invite parents in for last ½ hour for badge presentation
Preparation:

· Source an easy to understand Easter story
· Gather together ingredients and utensils needed to make chocolate muffins
· Pre make extra muffins if you have invited parents to come along
· Any equipment needed for games
Pre-SetUp:

· Set up cooking area
SetUp:

Usual SetUp, roll call etc.
Devotions:

God loves you.

Message:  “God loves me, created me and knows everything about me.  He died on the cross so that my sins would be forgiven and I will have eternal life.”
Read a children’s version of the Easter story – an easy to understand one.

In today’s world there are things that the girls relate to as being part of Easter – hot cross buns, Easter eggs, chickens etc.  Share with the girls how these symbols relate to Easter e.g. hot cross bun with its cross on the top, relates to the stone that was rolled away from Jesus’ tomb.
Discussion:  

· Because God loves us, he has provided the things in life that we need to survive, what are some of these?  (Let the girls respond).  
· Can you share with the girls a time in your life when God has provided for you in a special way?
· Ask the girls what does Jesus dying on the cross mean to them today?  

Encourage the girls to think about what this means personally for each one of them.  Emphasise that Jesus died for everybody and for everything they have ever done wrong.  Nothing is too big for God to forgive.

· God has created each of us differently, ask the girls to share one special feature about them that makes them different from the other girls e.g. could be the colour of their hair, could be their lovely brown eyes, could be that they are sporty etc.  

God made each one of us unique and special, we are His children, He loves us and He died for us so let’s thank Him now in our prayer:

Prayer:

Loving Father, help our girls to understand that you are their Creator and that you know them better than anyone.  You know them as a person and the person they will be.  You understand them and everything that happens in their life.  You created them on purpose.  Please help them understand what it is you have planned for them in their lives.  We ask this in Your name. Amen. 


Teaching Session: 
Make chocolate muffins:

Girls love baking so using one of your favourite chocolate muffin recipes, make and bake enough so that each girl can have one.   If you have invited parents in for the last ½ hour of the programme, you may like to pre-cook some extra muffins so that there is one for everyone.  Mini muffin size would be fine for this.

Once the muffins have been cooked and are cool enough, get the girls to put a cross on the top of the muffin 
Coaches tip:
· Muffins are quicker to make than hot cross buns but the girls can still relate this to the stone that was rolled away from Jesus’ tomb.

Games:
Play some games while the muffins are cooking and cooling.
Easter Egg Race

Get an even number of eggs, say 12, and place these at internals of _____ in two straight lines, in front of two teams.   At the end of the line put a basket. 

Choose two players as leaders, two teams are formed behind them and each is allocated a line of eggs.  
When all is ready the two leaders stand by their respective rows, each is given a large spoon, and when told to "go," each one spoons up the eggs, one at a time, and carries them to the basket at the end of the line. The one who succeeds in spooning up all her eggs first wins for her side.

Thus each player in turn works for his side until all have had a chance and the side whose players were the most successful is the winning side.
A different Egg Race

Give each girl a tablespoon and a hard-boiled egg. The girls form in line and one is the leader. Each one holds the spoon with the egg in its bowl at arm's length and hops on one foot, following wherever the leader leads them.

The leader may take them up stairs, over stools, and any place hard to reach on one foot. To drop the egg or rest on both feet prevents one from continuing in the game. She must stay out until the next time round.
Hop, Hop Easter Bunny
Have an Easter Bunny Hop; a relay race for two or three teams. 
Each player must cover a certain distance jumping with a plastic, stuffed or styrofoam egg between her knees.
Follow the Bunny 
Play follow the leader with an Easter theme...
Start hopping and then add other movements as well.

Decorating the muffin:

Either mix up some white icing so the girls can put a cross on the top, or you can buy tubes of edible icing in different colours, these could also be used.

Presentation of badges:
Present badges earned this term to the girls.  Ask a couple of girls to share with the parents what they had to do to earn each badge.

Closing Prayer

Notices

Advise the starting date for next term and give the girls a little taste as to what they can expect to be doing.
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